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SHORTER
AND
RODGERS:-
THE BEAT

GOES ON

Running well and striving
for even more success,
the two rivals still feel the
heat most when they're
racing each other
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This summer Sunday  dawned
and wet in Middletown, New York

the entire East Coast ina ranl
ing, vegetable heat. Hard
soft and people were beginning h._. n._tr.nlbt.'
themselves. Certainly it wasn't Bill Rod-
gers's Kind of day. But the pec
Middletown couldn't have cared |
T mbath of a Surd
edpers's kind of day. The waorse for him
the bet as far as th e coneerned,
Frank Shorter was back and looking
. skinny and dark and htly pi-
-toed, running a little flat-footed
now to save his feet and legs, with his
tousled, grey-flac brown hair boune-
ing behind him in the wet ;

Shoner!ﬂ\esthahent mﬂlﬁdéiem nia HR

Shorter's town. i
nLer grew up in P:iid'-'"l’*tﬂl'r‘ll wnth. :
his niine brothers and sistersina 22-room
Victorian. His rear-old R‘runnmﬂthl.
Ethvl Shorter, s here still; so doa few
wol chiums. The Shorter clan goes
1hrHe generations in: Middletown
H:ermuu_
Prep in Massachusetts, Shorter went to
Middletown High, which is right across
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What a marvelous 10-km race It was when Frank Shorter
and Bill Rodgers hooked up last summer for the

first time in 19 months. Left: Despite the heat, Frank's not
thirsty, or at least he won't admit it. Below: Rounding

a curve with two miles to go, the duel intensifies.

Bottom: Frank pulls away from Bill in the last mile and
teels oh-so-pleased at the finish. Then it was a time

for autographs at the post-race festivities in Middletown,
New York, the town where Frank grew up.
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“When Bill and | race fogether we often run side by side.
He's the only runner | can do that with.”

Shorter made a second move out behind
the fairgrounds with about three quar-
ters of a mile to go, and that was it.
Shorter won in 29:33, Rodgers was sec-
ond in 28:42, The third-place finisher was
so far back the erowd was already break-
ing up to go eat watermelon when he
crogsed the finish line,

"It was just like old times,” Rodgers
said later, happily sipping a beer. “Like
the old days. A small race and just the
two of us, bashing heads.”

“What I want evervone to under-
stand," said Shorter, “is that neither af us
knew the other would be here when we
agreed Lo come,”

[t's not like Rodgers and Shorter
avoid one another, Not exactly. But
Shorter took his time deciding whether to
go to the race or not, and in the meantime
the race sponsor, the Middietown Times-
Herald Record, celebrating its 25th anni-
versary, decided to invite Rodgers.
Everyone knows how hard it is for him to
gay no. Then Shorter decided he would

race and the sponsor wrote him back to
aay, Guess who's coming to Middletown,
Frank?

“Imagine
Shorter.

It probably wouldn't have made any
difference to either of them even if they
had known. And yet. . . .

“I mean,” savs Shorter, “sometimes
you just don't want the pressure. [ ean go
to a race and if Bill isn't there maybe
there are still five guys who can beat me,
but [ won't feel as mueh pressure. [ really
don't know why this should be, not en-
tirely, but I think part of this whole
rivalry thing isthe creation of the media.”

“It's mot a good thing," Rodgers
agrees. “Sometimes this talk about a
rivalry has made me a little more aggres-
sive toward Frank than I should be, not
just in a race, but when we're away from
running as well. Maybe | have been a
little wary of him."

“But look,” Shorter insists, “we’re
friends.”

“Well,

my surprise,’” says

from a distance,” Rodgers
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concedes, “He lives in Boulder, I'm in
Boston."

An odd magic is always at work
when these two meet for a race. They're
the ones to beat. Even when Shorter is
hurt and running poorly and Rodgers is
tired from running too many races and
the day is hot and muggy, they're still the
ones to beat. The magic never fails, even
now after all these yvears, or perhaps
because of them.

As one commentator put it in a mo-
ment of excusable excess after consider-
ing Shorter's gold medal in the 72 Olym-
pie marathon, Frank Shorter “invented"
distance running. In 1972 Ameriea was
ready for something grand and Shorter
accepted the burden of preatness with his
accustomed grace.

Winning races wasn't all of it. how-
ever. In 1975, he took on the amateur
athletic establishment in an attempt to
expose the hypoerisy of “shamateurism”
and almost lost his own amateur status,
Then he negotiated with the AAU and
the international governing bodies to
make it posgible for athletes like himself
to use their names on products and, ulti-
mately, to give endorsements.

Rodgers came on the scene later,
and like all runners in this country he's
benefited enormously from Shorter's pio-
neering efforts, but he's had no less an
impact on the sport.

He's won four Boston Marathons—
| the first in 1975—four New York City
Marathons, the Fukuoka Marathon and
seores of other key marathons and road
races. He's been just about the best mar-
athoner in the world since the end of
Shorter's preeminence; he's had dinner at
the White House, and he's a heck of a nice
guy. By his competitiveness and eonsiat-
ency, as well as by his gentle nature, he's
helped define the parameters of road
racing and shown what the human body
and spirit can do. Though both he and
Shorter can be beaten, that odd magie
still surrounds them both.

Coming into the Middletown race on
July 12, both men were having {ine sea-
sons. Rodgers had set personal bests for
15 and 20 km, run one of the vear's fastest
marathons at Boston and won 15 of his 19
races. Shorter was having his best season
| in five years, winning 8 of 8 races,
| including the Bolder Boulder in which he

defeated none other than his neighbor
Herbh Lindsay. But even if the two had
not- been in such good form, Lindsay or
Virgin or Meyer could have been on the
starting line with them that hot Sunday
| in Middletown and been almost as forgot-




ten as a kid named Gary who'tdl vowed
hefore the race to blow the twa old gLy s
off the course,

All the talk that Sunday was about
The Rivaley, as if something, though no
Ore Was l|11i!v certain what. was about to
be settled.

“Frankly,” said Shorter when the
Middletown 10 km was history and he had
a chanee to sit down and tend his blisters,
“1 think Bill and 1 are both a little puzzled
by this whole thing, this let's-you-and-
him-fight aspeet, but"—he gave a tired
sigh here—*1 guess it's to be expected
that there be's rivaley.”

For a rivalry to work at all, though,
even a low-key and circumspect rivalry
like that between Rodgers and Shorter,
the two principals must be fairly equal,
[t's the old chivalrous ideal of the worthy
opponent. The only way to prove yvour
worth is by defeating a capable challeng-
er. The primitive and unspoken assump-
tion in any contest is that the winner has
God on his side, but God is never on the
side of a bully. The whole notion has been
refined a bit over the centuries, however:
An athlete is always at his best when the |
competition is toughest, and true vivals
can often bring out the best in one an-
other when they aren't bringing out the
worst.

"I think all this talk about a rivalry
between us exists because we're 2o simj
lar,” Shorter says. “We're the same ape
and we're built the same and we run quite
a bit alike. We both went to schools in
New England and were late maturers: |
neither of us was a child prodigy by any
means, And we both run the same
events, I may be a little better on the |
track and Bill may have the edge in the |
marathon, but in the intermediate dis-
tances we're fairlv even, | think. And |
we're hoth in business.”

“If there is a rivalry,” Rodgers says,
“it's changed considerably. There are
plenty of good runners out there now who
can beat us hoth on a good day. 1 think
there was more of a rivalry back in 75 and
"T6 when we were running well, Frank
had the gold and he was the guy to aim
for, so I aimed for him. But it got out of
hand; there was all this hyped-up stuff in
the papers about Frank being veady to do |
this and me being ready to do that, and
Frank said this and [ said that. I got
pretty tived of it after a while.” i

And yvet a tension does exist hetween
them. There's more to it than the pres
sures imposed by adoring fans and eager
aportswriters. For one thing, both men
are competitors; they like to win. On the |

other hand, neither is afraid to lose, and
they're too intelligent and well-schooled
to believe that all there is to a race is
being first, or at least ahead of the other
guy. The spart is too complicated,

“A lot depends on what [ think's
important and what Bill thinks is impor-
tant,” says Shorter. “Sometimes we have
different priorities. T don’t think we've
ever raced against each other when we've
been at our bests. In 'T2 and '73, Rill
wasn't running. In 77 and 78 when |
think he was at his best, I was hurt. In'75
and "76 when [ think [ was at my best, we
were close, but [ think [ was still a little
ahead because Bill was improving. |
wollld hope that a time is coming when
we'll both be at our bests.”

But setting aside the notion of com
petition as the basis of that peculiar ten-
sion which exists between Rodgers and
Shorter, what, then, is going on? After
all, in 1972 Shorter and Kenny Moore and
Jack Bachelor were all tough competitors
and they all wanted to win and they were
all on the (ympic team—and they were

great buddies,

“1 wish it eould be like it was with
Jack and me,"” Shorter says, “In the early
"T0s Jack and I were both winning races
and running against one another fairly
often, and we were very close friends,
For some reazon, though, that just hasn't
developed with Bill and me. "

Granted, Rodgers and Shorter did
finish first in the Lynehburg, Virginia 10
Miler in 1975 while holding hands, an
expression of that special but fleeting
affection two men can feel for one another
after they've tried running one another
into the ground. But it’s hard to imagine
them ever slapping one another on the
back and saving, “Gee, it's good to see
you again,”

People seem to assume that sinee the
two are 2o alike they ought to be good
friends, and since they aren't, they must
be enemies. But life isn't so simple, and
oddly enough it's probably the fact that
they are so much alike that makes it
difficult for them to be close, Set againat
the background of their similarities, their
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Looking back: The 1975 Virginia
Ten-Miler, the 1976 Olympic Trials
10,000 in Eugene, the 1978 Boston

Marathon. For results, see next page.

subtle but zometimes profound differ
ences take on greater importance.

“[ remember when [ first became
aware of Bill,” Shorter says, "It was the
ioston Marathon in '7h, when he ran
2:09:55 and broke my American record. |
this picture of him
stooping down to tie his shoe and he was
wearing some sort of weird eut off T-
ghirt. [t looked like he'd hand-lettered
“Greater Boston” onto it. 1 remember
thinking, ‘if you can wear a shirt like that
and stop to tie your shoe and still run a
2408:55, :".'H'_II'\'I,' got Lo b _1_’-|-::||'_“

In fact, Rodgers stopped to tie his
ghoe four times during that race. He's
never gone aboul running in guite the
game way as shorter. There's a certain
element of whimsay in his approach. Not
that there's anything whimsical about his
training or racing, but just consider how
he got into the sport in the first place.

Through high school and college,
Rodgers’s only ambition as an athlete
raz to run two miles under nine minutes

remember seeing

hich he eventually did hiz sophomore
vear at Wesleyan University in Middle-
town, Connecticut. His goal achieved, it
never occurred to him there might be
maore, He became, as Mave Bloom put itin
hiz book, The Marathon, the sort of run-
ner even Mrack & Field News never talks
about, and before long his athletic carcer
suceumbed to political zeal.

Rodgers ended up as a $71-a-week
orderly at Peter Bent Bripham Hospital
in Boston, working off a two-year sen-
tence as a conscientious objector to the
Vietnam War. He was amoking a pack a
day and hanging out in Jack's Bar in
Boston, where he met his future wife,
Ellen Lalone, from whom he has sine
been divorced. Rodgers was living on
food stamps, now and then considering
taking a freighter to New Zealand to
spend the rest of his life raising sheep or
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whatever it is people do there, He didn't
know. Allinall, he was fairly miserable—
and then someone stole his Triumph 650,
a0 he started jogging to work, a couple of
miles each way. It was quicker than the
bus.

Rodgers didn't entirely lack direc
tion at the time, however. He was busy
trying to organize an orderly’s union at
the hospital, something hiz employers
frowned upon. Frustrated with the bu

reaucracy, Rodgers finally took a more
direct route, and began writing on tl
illl.—CE'”Eil walls. “Broken glass, |
glass, up the ass of the ruling class,.” was
one of his favorites. It still iz for that
matter. With the help of the Boston po-
lice and a handwriting expert, Rodgers's
employers identified him as the culprit
and gave him the old heave-ho. The Bos-
ton police issued a few stern warnings
and a wanted poster which probahl

My gave
the best description of him at the time: a
skinny kid with a long blond ponytail and
ragred clothes,

So there he was, broke and unem-
ploved and

without his motorevele.
There may not seem to be any logical
connection between the loss of a joband a
motoreyele and the 1976 Olvmpic mara-
thon, but there it is again, Rodrers's

sense of whimsy.

“It'a not like I aat down and decided 1
was going to the Olympics or anvthing
like that,” he maintains. “It's just that I
had a B.A. in sociclogy, and what're you
going to do with a B.A. in sociclogy ™™

tight, S0 he ran.

About the zame time, Shorter was
studying for the bar and training for the
upcoming 72 summer games in Munich.
To the Boston police, at least, Bill Rod-
just a skinny kid probably head-
ed for a streteh in the cooler. Those who
knew Shorter were sure he wag bound for
glory.

Shorter 12 the patrician, the son of a
phyvzician, a prep school and Yale gradu
ate, a former medical student and now a
lawyer. There is about him the unavoid
able touch of the aristoerat, a certain
reserve and an impatience for stupid
questions., Shorter does not suffer fools
lightly. Onthe other hand, it's quite easy to
imagine Rodgers having coffee with one,
being so darmed eager to please that
he'd insist on doing it again sometime,

We pretend that ours is a classless
aociety, so of course we probably tend to
exagperate class differences, But since
class here is not a matter of privilege and
birth, it becomes a guestion of attitude,

FErs Was
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Rodgers vs. Shorter: A Chronology
1975
2.9 TAAF XC Trials, Gainesville, FL 15 km (4} 4702 (1) 46:32
316 IAAF XC Champs, Rabat, Moroceo 12 km (3)-35:27 {20) 36:24 m
fi-13 Hall of Fame, Charleston, WV 2m {3} 8:58.2 (1) #5454
#17 Falmouth (MA) Road Race T.1m (2) 33:39 {1} 33:24
8-20) Virginia 10-Miler, Lynchburg, VA 10m (1) ag17 (2 48:17* TP 3 i g i
0.28 il i Race, Ontaris, CAN 12m 9 i B} JI.;EI'!.., the u1:;:»|1r:_ks-n assumption heing,
pring s i ) i () 55:01 b again, that God is on the winner's zide,
1976 And when two men like Bill Rodgers and
522 Olympic Marathon Trial, Eugene, OB 26.2m (221158 (1) 21151 Frank Shorter win some and lose some
13 Akron (OH) Road Race 10 km  (2) 20:33 (1) 29:23 and jockey back and forth for preemi-
g-22 Olympic Track Trialz, Eugene, OR 10 km (4) 28:04.4 (1) 27:55.6 nence, there is the added, but unspoken
731 Olympic Marathon, Montreal 26.2m (40) 22515 (2 210046 ¢ wonder that perhaps, in their case, God
15 F:?-]Trl_.ﬂl_.lth f:'rh’:.! Rowml Race T.1m (2) 33:36 (1) 33:14 can't make up His mind.
818 Virginia 10-Miler, Lynchburg, VA 10m (1) 47:48 (2) 48:58 Certainly. the contrast between
10-24 New York City Marathon 26.2m () 210:0  (2) 21312 Rodgers's emotional, sometimes whimsi-
1977 cal approach to the sport and Shorter's
%18 Springfield (MA) Road Race 8.4m 14022 (@) 40:44 patrician reserve is more than stark
528 Wheeling (WV} Distanee Run 20 km (1) 1:00:55 (2] 102 enough to help fuel this rivalrey.,
74 Peachtres (GA) Road Race 19 km (1) 20:21 (2) 29:26 But Shorter bridles a little at his
821 }-:almauth {MA} Road Race T.1m (1) 32:23 (5) 83:34 reputation for caldness and ealeulation.
911 l’,_levelamt Hq.lt‘v}'[arathun. (H 158 1m (1) 1:04:21 (29) 1:46:26 “Look,” he insists, “I'm not the kind of
-2 New York City Marathon 26.2m (1) 2:11:20 (DNF-16m) guy who reads the same part of the paper
1978 each morning while he's sitting on the
913 Gasparilla Classic, Tampa, FL 5 km (1) 44:29 (7) 4716 can. About the only thing I'm compulsive
417 Boston Marathon, MA 26.8m (1) 21018 (28) 21815 about is my running. In everything else I
#16  Virginia 10-Miler, Lynchburg, VA 10m (14834 (14) 52:18 tend to play it by ear. You could even say
9-23 Diet Pepsi Finals, Purchase, NY 10 km (1) 2837 (24) 30:45 I'm a little slovenly, I suppose.”
10-22 New_ Yur_k Clt_!r' Marathon 26.2m (1) 2:12:12 (12 21042 What we see in the contrast between
12-16 Schlitz Lite Finals, Tampa, FL 10 km () Beds (3} 2%:20 d Rodgers and Shorter is the contrast be-
i tween the intuitive and the analytical,
1979 the emotional and the caleulating, two
416 Boston Marathon PG IBER  same ocin roalle ol
4-28 Trevira Twoseme, New York City 10m (2) 4737 (3) 48:36 e SHE i¢ BATIE cain “:A‘I:" b
721 Diet Pepsi Series, Denver, CO 10km (3 80:08 (1) 2m:18 have one without the other, just as Rod-
45 Badgerland Classic, Milwaukee, W1 10m (2) 4758 (1) 47:34 gers and Shorter couldn't be who they are
819 Falmouth (MA) Road Race 7.m (3) 5229 () 3242 £ without each other.
-2 Virginia 10-Miler, Lyrehburg, VA Lim (2) 4704 (6) 48:24 g “Yes,” Shorter says, “but when peo-
in-21 New York City Marathon 26.2m () 2:10:42 (7) 2:16:15 ple ask me what was going on in a race
12-7 Laa Vegas Half-Marathon, NV 13.1m (33 1:03:22 (%) 1:08:55 h and [ start Lo tell them, what I tell them
1980 isnt  really what went on. To
Hork me, tactics are just the trained ability to
0 y react. 1 don't think about it."
1981 “I flf! think I tend to operate more on
712 THR 10 km, Middletown, NY Wkm  (@2942 (1) 2938 ey el e e S
726 Bix Hoad Race, Davenport, 1A m (1) 3326 (2) 3359 ever, eays Rodgers.
Now we see this difference again in
;1 :Jm Slﬂ\?‘lﬂ 1:'11:1. :1.“:;21.!4.1 i e] Craig Viegin won, 46:33, the open running controversy. The day
ali i . 68, Fa Tirg e 1] Y ] | v ¢
g O biesiabymitis, || betore the it ot in the now open
d} Garry Blovilund won, 2023, by, Kivk Ploffar wan, /140229 circuit, the Caseade Run Off in Portiand,
] Oregon last June (The Eunner, Sept.)
*They finished in an intentional tie, but race officials broke it up, giving Rodgers the Rodgers sat in a restaurant eating a tuna
“win.” The scorecard, through midsummer 1981: Rodgers 20, Shorter 14, and one tie, salad sandwieh and vowed to bring the
Other Rodgers-Sharter competitive trivis: whole amateur athletic establishment
—In only eight of their 35 races did one of them not win, lown wi fam AP emaae o .
Jnear:, down with him if anyone tried to muscle
—In the 27 races in which ore of them won, the other was second 11 times. him. Shorter, meanwhile. was behind th
—Breaking up the scorecard by type of event and distance: cross-country (1-1), track s 13 vt i u.l' .,.kh ; ',“ 'L. v .-].m 5
(240 Bhorter), road 10 km (5-1 Sharter), 10 mile (4-1-1 Rodgers), marathon (5-2 stenes Srying bo work oul 3 aedl with The
Rodgers), other distances (93 Rodgers). Athletics {'“n.m'cg'c"
__COMPILED BY WALT MURPHY “I do think Frank's a little more
cautions than I am,” Rodgers concedes,

“I've got to be,” Shorter says, “I've

and Rodgers, this Yankee firebrand,
anti-war aetivist, union organizer and
slogan writer, is about the closest thing
the running community has to a genuine
working-elass hero.

“But I almost went to law school,” he
likes to remind people.

Sure, but almosat isn't elose enough.
Shorter's the one who did.

Whenever two men who are so alike
want the same things and struggle with
each other for them, what we end up
noticing is not so much their struggle but
their styles and attitudes and the unique
skills and idiosynerasies they bring with
them into the fray.

Always, we want to know not only
which man is best, but which man is

already been in trouble onee. TAC has
power. [ didn't run in Portland because I
thought my efforts should be put toward
working out that trust fund idea with
TAC rather than fighting a battle myself,
But I do tend to be moderate in most
things, even my racing."”

“Yes, I think you can zee the differ-
ences between us in our running,” sayvs
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“Frank’s special 1o me . .. .We have a special empathy
for each other. We both know what the pressures are like.”

Rodgers. “I'm more of an emotional run-
ner. Frank is more caleulating, and, I

think, sometimes smarter. [ make a fair

number of mistakes.

But racing and making mistakes
weren't on Rodgers’s mind in 1972 when
he watched Shorter win the gold medal in
the Olympic marathon. What Rodgers
was thinking was, “Gosh, it must be hard
to run a marathon.”

“He was probahly thinking,” says
Shorter, “that if this slug can win a gold
medal, maybe [ can too.”

But Rodgers didn't immediately
Jump in, He had some training to do. One
doesn't run marathons with a smoker's
hack. It took him three vears to develop
his natural talent, and his first meeting
with Shorter wasn't until early 1975,
when they raced at 15 kilometers through
a cow pasture in Gainesville, Florida in
the IAAF World Cross-Country trials.
Rodgers remembers running  beside
Shorter and noticing his heavy breath-
ing “like a steam bellows, " It seemed to
Rodgers at the time like the breathing of
aman who eould be beaten. Then Shorter
took off. “What do you know?” Rodgers
says, “He breathes like that all the time.”
Shorter was first in 46:32. Rodgers was
fourth in 47:02,

Five weeks later at the champion-
ahips in Rabat, Morocen, Rodgers placed
third in 35:27 while Shorter was 20th in
H:24. “That was my first breakthrough,”
Rodgers says. "I know Frank had a bad
day then, but & month later I took Boston
ancd I began to realize that I could run
with him." _

*Obviously, people are always coming
up,"” says Shorter, “and you even hope for
that, though it makes it harder. But the
pressure’s good when it comes from
someote as tough and as consistent as
Bill.”

But just because Rodgers finished
ahead of Shorter in one race and then
broke his American marathon record in
another didn't mean Rodgers had lost his
gense of awe of him. He still hasn't, for
that matter,

“But now I know I've raced as hard
and achieved good successes of my own,”
he says, “That feeling of awe doean't
knock me back as much. In the old days
I'd have this feeling when I raced Frank,
not that he couldn't be beaten, but that,
wow, how'd this guy put it together to
win the gold medal? [ mean, he had a hell
of a reputation. Four Fukuokas. Four
national eross-country titles. That’s spee-
tacular.”
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Rodgers made the Olympic mara-
thon team in "76 but, suffering from leg
troubles that first showed up in the trials,
finished 40th in Montreal in 2:25:15.
Shorter was second to Waldemar Cier-
pinski of East Germany. It was a rainy
day. It should have been Rodgers's day,
actually, but for his trouble he achieved
that profound sort of obscurity reserved
only for those everyone expected great
things from.

But it was a minor setback. That
Octaober Rodgers won the New York City
Marathon in 2:10:10. “That was my Olym-
pies,” he says, “three months too late, but
I won it and [ really hammered.” Shorter
was second three minutes back. “I know
he was down then, but [ felt [ had to
reestablish myself. [ knew after that that
I really could run with Frank.”

*“That was the dividing line for me,"”
Shorter says. “That’s when the foot trou-
bles began, It was a hard race and my foot
hurt and I was very frustrated. Nothing
felt right, but [ wasn't so much concerned
with Bill's winning as I was with what
was going on with me.”

Beating Shorter was not entirely the
point, nor is it now, In fact, Rodgers has
beaten Shorter 20 of the 35 times they've
raced, but they're both a little uneomfort-
able with such score keeping. Perhaps
what is more to the point, for Rodgers, is
that he was playing cateh-up with Shorter
back then and he's still playing catch-up
now. Even when he's in the lead, he's
playing cateh-up. “Frank was there
first,” he admits. “I still sense that.” No
number of victories will make up for that,
or for the fact that Shorter’s the one with
the gold medal.

“I wish [ had one,” Rodgers says,
“They say you're only as good as vour last
race, but when it comes to the Olympic
medal, that's not at all true. Gold doesn't
tarnish.”

Rodgers still has something to
prove, and he won't be able to prove it
until 1984, And who knows what can
happen between now and then? More
politics, an injury, a head cold at the
wrong time. His stand on open running
has not endeared him to TAC. He may
lose his amateur status. But until he's
proved himself to his own satisfaction, he
won't be able to relax; there will always
be that sense of something left undone.
Rodgers will always be scrambling, even

“when he's way out front.

As for Shorter, he doesn't have it
any easier. Being in front is tough; it can
wear you down. People expeet things of
you, and when you blow it, it's always a

big deal. Even though gold medal win-
ners are human, they're not really sup-
posed to be; it's seen as a tragie flaw. And
then there's always someone coming up
from behind, pushing. If not Rodgers,
then Sandoval or Virgin or Lindsay or
Seko or maybe any ene of a couple dozen
African runners with unpronounceable
names who come down out of the hills
every now and then and run the socks off
everyone. But Rodgers is special becausze
he was the first one to really push, and
he's been pushing so long and so hard,
and he's so darned nice and down home,
and he used to smoke a pack a day, just
imagine, and he used to write things on
hospital walls, and there’s just no figur-
ing him at all.

There will always be this hetween
them, pulling them apart at the same
time it draws them together, Neither
man can work out his destiny without the
other, which, when you come down to it,
is the essential part of any real rivalry.
The fact is, Bill Rodgers and Frank
Shorter need each other,

They're both 33, almost 34, For hath
of them now it's mostly a matter of main-
taining, of holding. “I think we ean help
each other keep going.” savs Shorter, “If
he can doit, o can [, you know, that sort
of thing. It's easier than if vou're 33 and
laboring along and wondering well, gee,
do [ still have it? Now [ can look in the
paper and see that Bill van 2:10 and think
that’s great.”

“We have a special empathy for one
another,” Rodgers says. “We bhoth know
what the pressures are like and how
diffieult it is to get to the top. 1 remember
when Frank was injured and not focusing
on his running so0 much, and [ started
thinking, ‘Wow, this is going to be
strange without Frank.' | started think-
ing how I'd like to retire too.”

But it doesn't look like either man is
about to retire. Shorter's baek and run-
ning well and Rodgers seems as fit as
ever, They'll likely be bashing heads for
vears to come, though their heads may
turn a bit grey. And maybe they do get a
little tired of all this rivalry business, and
perhaps Rodgers iz too down home for
Shorter’s taste and Shorter too aristo-
cratic for Rodgers's, and maybe they
can't sit down over a couple beers togeth-
er without both of them getting edgy,
thinking about how maybe one less beer
and another ten miles at a six-minute
pace could make the difference next time,
But they wouldn't have it any other way;
When they're going at it, they're having
a ball. FINISH




